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Locked up youth at  the Waterv i l le  ja i l  got  caught .   
 
The cause of  the i r  cr imes:  boredom, set t l ing beefs  or  f rust ra t ions,  drugs and 
other  addic t ions.   
 
The incarcerated youth took par t  in  a  Safer  St reets  and Communi t ies Task 
Force forum last  spr ing,  and the i r  words echo the comments of  youth f ree in  
our  communi ty .   
 
Youth repor t  a  lack of  th ings to  do.  Most  wanted more spor ts  and ant ic ipated 
the i r  dr ivers ’  l icenses.   
 
Th ings they saw as help ing to  prevent  cr ime inc luded,  obv ious ly ,  being held 
in  detent ion;  YM/YWCA programs,  Boys and Gir ls  Clubs,  spor ts  to  watch and 
take par t  in ,  fami ly  and hav ing a sense of  be longing:  communi ty ,  to  these 
youth,  means hav ing a p lace to  l ive and someone who cares.   
 
People youth respect  would do the best  job shar ing messages against  cr ime.  
Fami ly  members are at  the top of  that  l is t ;  people who have been in  t rouble 
and are now doing bet ter  are a lso on the l is t .   
 
“Be there for  your  k ids and they wi l l  grow up s t ra ight , ”  commented one.   
 
Some know they come f rom inadequate homes.  They are look ing for  people 
who care and wi l l  he lp ,  and they want  respect fu l  t reatment  f rom author i ty  
f igures.   
 
Youth in  care want  to  remain in  the prov ince because the i r  a im is  to  go back 
home.  Some bel ieve agencies,  l ike communi ty  serv ices and fami ly  and 
ch i ldren ’s  serv ices,  are impersonal .   
 
“They don’ t  g ive a sh i t  about  me.”   
 
T ime in  Waterv i l le  has made most  o f  these youth dec ide not  to  reof fend.  
Three thought  they would be in  adul t  ja i l  w i th in  the next  f ive years.  Two,  
though,  fe l t  be ing in Waterv i l le  is  bet ter  than communi ty  l i fe .   
 
“ I t ’s  bet ter  to  be here than on cur few and get t ing in to  t rouble. ”   



 
Youth want  more teachers in  c lassrooms,  smal ler  c lasses and fewer  
d is t ract ions.  Too many k ids in  school  rooms promotes conf l ic ts  -  outs ide and 
ins ide school .  Troubled youth a l l  understand,  though,  go ing to  school  is  
impor tant .  Suspensions,  youth po int  out ,  prevent  school  a t tendance and g ive 
them more t ime to  get  in to  f ights  and drugs.  In-school  suspensions would not  
make a d i f ference:  most  would just  sk ip .   
 
“Noth ing would keep us there. ”   
 
Youth in  t rouble want  h igh school  cred i ts  and more opt ions in  the i r  l ives.  
Apprent iceship programs help youth see school  can lead to  work.  
 
To v iew fu l l  ar t ic le  go to :  
 h t tp : / /www.novanewsnow.com/ar t ic le-156804-Good-k ids-gone-bad-Par t -
2.html  
 
 


